THE  PLAY  OF  MORE
independence of each other, or of some common source. And
nevertheless, note how very small is the actual verbal repetition,
almost limited to simple words like 'sleep5, cjoy', 'life', cif this be
(error), yet'. The poet's power of language is shown by the way
in which he clothes the same thought in words generally,
though not always, different.
Of course, this argument of the individual mind shown by
certain sequences of thought may be pressed dangerously. We
must allow for chance. An American scholar has recently
pointed out a resemblance between Beowulf'and a story written
in the second half of the eleventh century at the court of
Kashmir1. There is a real likeness: though I think that it is one
which could be accounted for by supposing that certain
elements common wherever the human race is interested in
stories, have happened to come together, and, alike in western
Europe and in India have, independently of each other, made a
very similar, yet fortuitous, combination. But the most striking
thing, which the American scholar had not noted, is that in
both stories the same moral is drawn, that cFate favours the
brave5. Now this can only be an accident; it is part of the
literary form in which the deeds of Beowulf and the Indian
story are respectively dressed, and even if we allow the stories to
have some ultimate connection, this literary form is independ-
ent, beyond possibility of dispute. But if the resemblances had
been between two poems where a theory of literary connection
was possible, say between Beowulf and some Latin poem of the
Dark Ages, this verbal parallel, combined with the indisputable
likeness of the story, would have seemed to many too strong to
be dismissed as purely fortuitous. Yet fortuitous it must be.
Nevertheless, a point can be reached beyond which it be-
comes absurd to speak of fortuitous combinations.
It is for that reason that, in dealing with such a problem as
the authorship of the three pages, sometimes attributed to
Shakespeare, in the manuscript of the play of Sir Thomas More,
it is vital to consider the different parallels with Shakespeare,
1 Sine mttelalterlich-indische Parallele xum Beowulf, by A. H. KJRAPPE, in
the Germanisch-Romamsche Monatsschrift, xv, 1927, pp. 54-8.
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